Threats to Eastern Forests

The Eastern Forest
Environmental Threat
Assessment Center

The Eastern Forest Environmental Threat
Assessment Center (EFETAC) provides the latest
research and expertise concerning threats to
healthy forests — such as insects and disease,
wildland loss, invasive species, wildland fire, and
climate change - to assist forest landowners,
managers, and scientists throughout the East.

Who We Are

Established in 2005, EFETAC is a joint effort

of the USDA Forest Service's Research and
Development, National Forest System, and State
and Private Forestry. Headquartered with the
Southern Research Station in Asheville, NC, the
Center also has offices in Raleigh and Research
Triangle Park.

What We Do

EFETAC generates knowledge and tools
needed to anticipate, evaluate, and respond
to environmental threats, which often involve
complex factors interacting at multiple scales.
The Center strives to maintain a holistic and
integrated research program to tackle these
complex issues.

EFETAC researchers work with other scientists
nationally as well as with a variety of Federal,
State, and local government agencies,
universities, and non-governmental partners
to leverage expertise and resources. Products

are delivered to partners and stakeholders in
a timely, useful, and user-friendly manner. Key
projects include—

Tools and Science Delivery

- Prototyping an early warning system that
detects forest threats across the continental
United States using remote sensing and
geographic information systems.

« Collaborating to develop high speed access
to models and databases useful in threat
assessments.

« Creating the Comparative Risk Assessment
Framework and Tools (CRAFT) decision support
system for strategic natural resource planning.

+ Developing a Forest Tree Genetic Risk
Assessment System to reveal where communities
of genetically similar tree species may be more
susceptible to certain forest threats.
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Invasive Species

» Compiling a database of key life history and
genetic traits for all currently known introduced
plant species to allow for continental scale

analyses of species invasiveness and distribution.

- Adapting a generic bioeconomic modeling
framework for examining forest insect and
disease invasions through time to map risk and
associated output uncertainties.

Climate Change

« Collaborating to develop the Template

for Assessing Climate Change Impacts and
Management Options (TACCIMQ), a tool for
integrating climate change science into land
planning and management.

+ Using spatial models of future environmental
conditions to predict the location and quality of
habitat and susceptibility to extinction for forest
tree species under different climate change
scenarios.

« Developing an integrated model to estimate

ecosystem water and carbon balances and the
interactions among ecosystem processes and

biodiversity at the continental scale.

Loss of Open Space

« Creating maps viewable in Google Earth to
reveal patterns of land use, land cover, and
changing conditions in the continental United
States.

Wildland Fire

« Providing scientific support for development
of a National Wildfire Management Cohesive
Strategy to guide future management and
wildland fire investments.

« Compiling historical wildland fire data for the
eastern United States and modeling fire regimes
to effectively restore fire-dependent ecosystems
and address future risks.

For Additional Information

For additional information concerning EFETAC
programs and partnerships, please contact
Perdita Spriggs, Communications Director, at
(828) 259-0542 or by email at pspriggs@fs.fed.
us. Please visit our interactive Web site at www.
forestthreats.org.

Contact Us:
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Environmental Threat
Assessment Center

Asheville, NC

Southern Research Station
200 W.T. Weaver Boulevard
Asheville, NC 28804

(828) 257-4298

Research Triangle Park, NC

Forestry Sciences Laboratory
3041 E. Cornwallis Road
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709

(919) 549-4014

Raleigh, NC

Centennial Campus
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Raleigh, NC 27606

(919) 513-2974

Website:
www.forestthreats.org

The U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) prohibits discrimination in

all its programs and activities on the
basis of race, color, national origin,
age, disability, and where applicable,
sex, marital status, familial status,
parental status, religion, sexual
orientation, genetic information,
political beliefs, reprisal, or because
all or part of an individual’s income
is derived from any public assistance
program. (Not all prohibited bases
apply to all programs.) Persons with
disabilities who require alternative
means for communication of
program information (Braille, large
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-
2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination,
write to USDA, Director, Office of
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C.
20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272
(voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
USDA is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
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